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POWER & PERFORMANCE 
PROFILE
E
very now and then a story
comes along that's one of
those American dream
things that leaves you inspired
by what can happen when you
chase a dream. This is such a
story. It's about two brothers
who from adolescence began rac-
ing and turned that adventure
into a business. It's a business
that provides both a livelihood,
and racing opportunities.
It would be an understate-
ment to call the business a suc-
cess. That's because together
David and Rodney Butler have
literally become engine power
gurus for anyone looking for
Pontiac power and they are
among the most sought after
Pontiac engine producers in
America. 
The Beginning
The story began with their
father, Jim Butler, who from the
'60s owned over 400 Pontiacs.
He drove them, raced them and
built them for others. He made
sure his sons would love them
too by putting the boys on the
family-owned US 43 Raceway in
Lawrenceburg, TN, driving
Pontiacs before they were
teenagers. 
This experience was impor-
tant for the Butler brothers
because it was here they gained a
lot of high-performance experi-
ence. It also provided a very
unique foundation in Pontiac
power because both boys were
hands on when it came to the
cars and their engines.
While the brothers were 
racing and learning, Jim started a
Pontiac parts and restoration
business in the '80s called Jim
Butler Performance. In addition
to Pontiac restoration, the com-
pany became the place to go for
virtually any Pontiac part,
because the company stockpiled
a vast collection of '60s and '70s
GTO and Firebird parts. 
Along with parts, Jim also
offered Pontiac engine building
services which steadily gained
momentum and fame by the late
'80s. The engine building service
took on a life of its own and over
time led to the company becom-
ing focused primarily on engine
building. 
The Gurus of Pontiac Power
A Small Company in Tennessee Delivers Big Power For Pontiac Buffs
Lance Armstrong's 1970 Pontiac GTO is powered with an engine from Butler
Performance. 
TV Time
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As the '80s turned into the '90s, the Butler
brothers had grown up in the business and
the time was right for them to officially
launch their own enterprise. The business
was named Butler Performance. Each brother
applied his talents to specific areas of the
company and today David is the out-front
man, taking care of general operations and
customer service while Rodney is the shop-
man, directing the actual engine building pro-
cess. Their father Jim is also still in the act
and helps with technical issues as well as
internet commerce duties. 
Today the business is alive with engine
building and valve train parts sales exclusively
for Pontiacs. The Butler brothers have, at a
young age, carved out a powerful niche' and 
are literally living a dream. 
P&P
"WHEN IT
COMES TO
POWER AND
DRIVABILITY
WE'VE ALWAYS
KNOWN THAT
VALVE TRAIN
PARTS ARE
CRITICAL, SO
WE ONLY USE
COMPONENTS
FROM COMP
CAMS
®
."
The reputation and fame of Butler
Performance engines has been rapidly grow-
ing and in September 2004 that reputation
reached a new pinnacle when the producers
of the TV show Overhaulin' on the TLC net-
work contacted the Butler brothers to build an
engine for a celebrity. 
The Butler's agreed to the project and in a
short time they found themselves putting a
Pontiac engine in a car built for six-time Tour
De France Champion Lance Armstrong. The
engine was equipped with a custom ground
Xtreme Energy™ hydraulic roller cam and
matching valve train components that pro-
duced 450 hp at the rear wheels with torque
rated at 528 ft/lb. 
"When we agreed to do this engine we did
not know who it was for," David Butler said.
"After it was completed we learned it was for
Lance Armstrong. Rodney and I got the
chance to meet and hang out with him. It was
a really great time and he was very happy
with the muscle car engine he had under the
hood of his 1970 Pontiac GTO. Everyone
involved was very impressed with the sound,
performance and drivability of Lance's GTO."
Meet the Brothers
Both Butler brothers have talents that enhance the
Rodney is the engine assembly man and is usually
found "out back" doing the engine assembly work.
Although the Lawrenceburg, TN based business is small,
it packs a very big punch when it comes to Pontiac
engine building.
David and Rodney Butler of Lawrenceburg
Tennessee are America's Guru's of Pontiac power. And
when it comes to engine building, there are few better. 
Both David, 30, and Rodney, 32, are seasoned
veterans of racing because each brother began his
racing career at the age of 12. Both have led parallel
careers both on and off the track.
As young men they grew up in their father's busi-
ness, absorbing and learning the art of Pontiacs. And
while it may not have been evident to others that
Pontiac's would provide the basis for a flourishing busi-
ness, nothing can be further from the facts. The Butler
brothers learned from their years of competition in drag racing that the
Pontiac brand held a powerful and dedicated legion of devotees. 
By the time the brothers formed Butler Performance in 1999, they
had already developed a reputation as the go-to guys for Pontiac perfor-
mance. Their engines have powered some of the finest competitive
Pontiacs across the country. Their reputation as Pontiac guru's covers
both competition and street performance
engines and over the last few years has
brought Pontiacs into the 21st century with
electronic fuel injected turbo and super-
charged combinations.
The brothers attribute their success to
total focus and dedication to the company.
They also understand that great engine build-
ing only happens by using the very best
engine components.
"We have learned through time and many
trials that engine parts from different compa-
nies are not equal," David Butler said. "When it comes to power and
drivability we've always known that valve train parts are critical, so we
only use components from COMP. That's because we can always
count on them for precision parts as well as first-class customer ser-
vice. I won't use any other valve train parts for my 
customers."
The Butler brothers provide a lot of entertain-
ment to the Pontiac faithful with exhibitions of
power in their own Pontiac hot rods.
